Fatal complication of paraffin plombage after half a century.
Complications following thoracic plombage for treatment of tuberculosis can be observed more than 50 years after placement of the filling. The management of these late complications is challenging and frequently requires surgical intervention. We report a patient who received a plombage in 1947. She was admitted to hospital with subfebrile temperature and hoarseness. A computed tomography scan of the chest revealed transthoracic penetration of the paraffin plombage with intrusion into the overlying soft tissue. The patient underwent excision and debridement of the paraffin wax mass followed by thoracoplasty. She then developed septicaemia and died due to multiple organ failure 23 days after the surgical intervention. Early ablation of plombage should be considered in order to prevent late complications.